Water of the Lincolnshire Wolds
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8 breeding sites in Lincolnshire for bearded tits, which often form
conspicuous flocks in late summer. Bitterns have returned to breed in
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wildlife. Planting or allowing Japanese knotweed and giant hogweed to grow in the

wild is an offence but these species are now widespread and their control is in the hands of
the landowner. Remember, never introduce plants or release animals in the wild as this
can upset the natural balance of the countryside.

recent years and this area is now the second most important site
nationally for this species.

As many ponds have been lost in the countryside, garden ponds are now very important
to the survival of wetland wildlife and are a great way to attract wildlife into your garden.
All animals require water at some stage of their life, like dragonflies and frogs who spend
part of their lives in it and birds who need it for drinking and bathing. Even the globally
rare great crested newt can live in garden ponds. If you are putting in a new pond, think
carefully about where to site it - a warm sunny area is better than under dense shade and
trees. A varied shape to a pond is vital - ensure that it has sloping sides for drinking animals
and areas of deep water to prevent freezing during the winter and to provide cooler refuge
areas during the summer. The best way to stock your wildlife pond is to introduce silt
from a nearby established one. Many species of invertebrates and amphibians will arrive
naturally butdon'tintroduce fish as these will quickly strip your pond of eggs and larva.

O Covenham Reservoir

The south-cast corner of the reservoir is managed for wildlife conservation by agreement
between Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Anglian Water and the Covenham Water Sports
Association. The reservoir is artificially embanked for its entire length, with steeply
shelving sides and no marginal vegetation. Nevertheless, it attracts large numbers of
wintering wildfowl and other aquatic and waterside birds.

O Stockwith Mill
This water-mill near Hagworthingham is believed to date from before the start of the
seventeenth century and whilst the giant undershot water wheel
still works, the last time it generated electricity was in 1960.
This is an excellent location to explore the River Lymn and
some of its tributaries that inspired the nineteenth century
poct Alfred, Lord Tennyson. From the Mill, with its
Tennyson Exhibition, tea room and craft shop, walks of
differing lengths lead you through the countryside, past well
established man-made ponds and lakes providing important
wildlife habitats. For opening times, please contact 01507
588221.

For further advice please contact:

Invasive weeds in or near fresh water
Environment Agency - 03708 506 506

Gardening for wildlife
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust - 01507 526667

Stream managementand conservation advice

Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Project - 01507 609740
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1 A running tap uses a lot of water ...

use a bowl for washing vegetables and dishes

don't leave the tap running whilst brushing your teeth

for a cold drink, fill a covered jug and put it in the fridge instead of running the tap
2 Fix dripping taps.
3 Have a shower instead of a bath, but remember a power shower can use twice as
much water as a bath.
4 Wait until you have a full load before doing your washing, or use the half load button on
your machine. The same goes for the dishwasher.
5 If you need to purchase a new water using appliance, check to see how water efficient
it is first.

Ise

How you can help protect, conserve and enhance water.

These top ten tips can help reduce the amount of
water you use around the home:

I SKEGNESS
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'scrapes' with shallow water, grassland, hedgerow, scrub and estuarine problems, invading watercourses and associated habitats, causing wm-slzg-i{f

saltmarsh. The Barton and Barrow clay pits are among the few potential flooding risks and their aggressive nature out-competes native soims Y

impact on their habitat needs: in-stream structures, such as dams,
weirs, sluices and culverts; damage by excessive erosion and poaching
by livestock. Drainage, dredging works and excessive abstraction can
lead to reduced flows, causing a negative change to the ecology of the river.

Crenobia alpina is a flatworm, and looks rather like a small blob of jelly to the

untrained eye! Reliant on very cold, but stable water temperatures, these tiny

invertebrates thrive in the cold springs and flushes in the Lincolnshire Wolds. Like

many species of flatworm they have a complex life cycle, but

this can take place within the confines of a single spring.

The species is found in cold calcium-rich water

bodies in southern and eastern England as well

as alpine streams and cold water lakes at altitude
throughout continental Europe.

o

Water-crowfoot is an aquatic member of the buttercup

family, and a number of water-crowfoot species are N
particularly suited to chalk streams and rivers, ' :
including the rare stream water-crowfoot. They = #" "
often grow in clumps anchored to the bottom of fast 4
and moderate flowing water, and produce vivid v

white and yellow flowers in late spring and ™%~ —

carly summer. The presence of water- d L

crowfoot is a strong indication of good ‘," ¥ e

water quality and provides cover for ST ‘F ek
spawning fish and invertebrates. _—

6 A garden sprinkler can use a lot of water ...
check the weather forecast first - it may rain tomorrow
use a watering can instead - it is also more accurate
water at dusk so less water evaporates
7 Collect rainwater in water butts and buckets and then re-use it in the garden.
8 As demand for water is greatest between 5.30pm and 8pm, leave the garden and
washing until later.
9 Use a bucket and sponge to clean your car instead of a hosepipe or car wash.
10 Think about having a free water meter fitted. By measuring how much water you
use it is easier to reduce your consumption and you could save money.
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INTRODUCTION

The Lincolnshire Wolds has a variety of fresh water within its rolling hillsides and
valleys, from the springs that feed our streams and rivers to the natural and man-made
ponds, marshes and ditches.

Water is a renewable resource and the amount that is available each year depends upon
rainfall. The Lincolnshire Wolds is within the driest area in Britain but water still plays
an important role, contributing to valuable wildlife habitats, the location of
archaeological and historical settlements and, ultimately, the water we all use in our
everyday lives.

LINCOLNSHIRE CHALK
STREAMS PROJECT

The Lincolnshire Chalk Streams Project brings together a partnership of
organisations that are actively working together to conserve and enhance this
nationally important resource. The Environment Agency, Lincolnshire Wolds
Countryside Service, Natural England, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust, Anglian Water
and the Wild Trout Trust are taking action to ensure that the nature conservation,
landscape, community and economiic interests are taken into account when working
on chalk streams. -

Chalk Stream <
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THE LINCOLNSHIRE WOLDS

The Lincolnshire Wolds is a nationally important and cherished landscape.
Most of it was designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in
1973. Covering an area of 558 square kilometres or 216 square miles, the
AONB contains the highest ground in eastern England between Yorkshire and
Kent, rising to over 150m along its western edge. Rolling chalk hills and
areas of sandstone and clay underlie this attractive landscape.

The Lincolnshire Wolds has been inhabited since prehistoric times and the
appearance of the countryside today has been greatly influenced by past and
present agricultural practices.

A Countryside Service helps to protect and enhance the landscape
through partnership projects with local landowners, farmers, parish
councils, businesses and residents of the Wolds.
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If you would like this leaflet in an alternative format please contact us.
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WONDERS of . WOLDS

Water of the
Lincolnshire
Wolds
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